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Location:   Belleville, Illinois (USA)

BLT Field Team:   JoAnne Scarpellini,  Troy Tyler

Event Date:   July 30, 2006   (Light Phenomena)



 Early to Mid-July (?), 2006   (Ground Markings)

Crop:   Soybeans

Description:   Unusual aerial lights reported to Illinois MUFON on July 30 by one

individual; multiple circles in a soybean field also reported to MUFON



1-2 days later by a supposedly separate witness.  This second individual



subsequently reported the soybean circles to the Crop Circle Connector



or or about August 7, but he has provided no contact info to either



MUFON or the Connector.  On August 6th Illinois MUFON requested 


BLT's help investigating the soybean circles in conjunction with their


inquiry into the reported aerial light phenomena.
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August 11th aerial photo (looking West) by Debra Reinhardt, Illinois MUFON

Aerial  photo shows a gully running through the soybean field, on either side of which are multiple variously-sized impressions in the crop, 7 circles on the South slope and 5 on the North slope. There are also several more areas of randomly-downed plants, as well as a number of other circular impressions up on the top of the hill.
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August 9th ground photo looking toward Southern slope (w/7 circles).

 Photo: JoAnne Scarpellini, BLT Research Team

Although from a distance the circles on both the north and south slopes appear to be composed of flattened green plants, close-up examination revealed that about 50% of the plants are dead and brown within the circular areas on the North slope and about 25% are dead in the circles on the South slope. These dead plants lie in a counter-clockwise very rough swirl underneath the green plants and their stems are, for the most part, broken and completely separated from their roots.   

Green, still living, plants (approx. 50% in N-slope circles, 75% in S-slope circles) are interspersed throughout in a random manner and these green plants appear to have been flattened at the same time as the now-dead browned stalks.  From the apparent phototropism/gravitropism evident at the growing ends of the living crop, and because there are dried flowers still intact on the dead plants, and also because of the degree of browning of the dead plants, we think that the flattening of all of the plants occurred at the same time, some 2-3 weeks previously.  
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25-50% of plants inside the circles are dead & browned, broken at their base--flattened in a

 rough counter-clockwise fashion.  Photo: J.Scarpellini, BLT Research Team
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Broken and ruptured base of browned plant stems—damage found in almost all of the

 dead plants.  Photo: J. Scarpellini, BLT Research Team

The green soybeans are nearly all bent over at the base, with no crimping or rupturing of the stem tissues.  These plants are also flattened is a more-or-less counter-clockwise direction in all the circles.  Streaks of a lighter green color were observed on some of the plant stems, but these do not seem to be scrape-marks due to abrasion of the plant stems (such as would occur in mechanical flattening), instead appearing to represent a loss of chlorophyll.

Here and there some of the green plants appear to have been nearly torn out of the soil; clean breaks, as if caused by a sharp cutting tool, were seen at the base of a few of the still-growing plants.
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Green stalks bent over at base just above ground.  Note lighter green streaks on some

stems.  Photo: J. Scarpellini, BLT Research Team
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A few plants show what appear to be cuts at the base, as if with a sharp instrument.

Photo:  J.Scarpellini, BLT Research Team

Measurements of the control plants outside the circles show they are all between 40-42 inches tall; the flattened but still growing green plants within the circles are between 28-32 inches in height.  

By measuring the flattened stalks of the green plants plus the growing tip which is now extending upward toward the sun and then comparing these lengths to the dead plants inside the circles we were able to estimate the amount of growth that has occurred since all of the plants were flattened.  Additionally, the dead plants were flowering at the time their growth was interrupted, thus further indicating the length of time since the initial flattening event, a time period we estimate to be 2-3 weeks prior to our initial field visit.

This is curious, since the initial report to MUFON regarding unusual aerial light phenomena placed that event on the night of July 30th, one week prior to our first field examination of the circles.  So it appears that the circles were present before the peculiar lights were seen in the sky in this same area.  The witness who reported the lights has not yet been found for follow-up interviews and, at this writing, it is not known if this witness is the same individual who also reported the soybean circles a few days later.
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Live soybean plants show tip-end phototropic growth of additional 8-12 inches, as compared

to the dead plants.  Photo: J.Scarpellini, BLT Research Team

The smallest circle measures 17 ft. (E/W) x 17 ft. (N/S) x 17 ft. x 18 ft. on the diagonals.  The largest measures 59'(E/W) x 59'7" (N/S) x 54'3" x 62' on the diagonals.  Complete measurements will be included in the final report.

No compass anomalies were noted in any of the circles, nor was any magnetic material found.  No unusual radiation readings were obtained with our geiger counter or Tri-field meter, not was anything unusual observed with the fluxgate compass.  Fieldworkers' cell phones worked properly inside the circles and so far our interviews with neighbors reveal no reports of unusual animal behavior or EM effects noted locally.  

Because to-date neither Illinois MUFON nor BLT fieldworkers have been able to locate the witness who reported the unusual lights, nor have we been able to find the individual who reported the circles, and also because of the highly unusual nature of the damage to the soybeans inside the circles (25-50% broken off and dead, no clear lay pattern overall) we wonder if these circles were mechanically flattened.  Although the area covered by the circles is fairly large, and they are on a moderately steep slope (and today's aerial suggests there may be more circles farther up the hill to the South), the chaotic way in which some of the plants are broken and dead while the rest are only bent over and still growing suggested to us that perhaps we should try to replicate these effects by making a test circle ourselves.

Therefore, with permission from the landowner we have flattened a small test circle, stomping down the plants with our feet throughout a circular area, attempting to duplicate what we are seeing in the original event.  What we discovered immediately is that the majority of plants we stomped do not break at the base immediately, instead splitting and/or tearing.  In order to actually sever the plant stems at the base the stems must be twisted very vigorously and/or cut with a knife.  Additionally, in spite of our efforts to create a counter-clockwise flow overall, our effort does not seem to have produced this effect.  Perhaps as the plants which have been killed in this test circle die down and become browned we will observe an effect more like that in the original circles.

We will monitor our man-made circle over the next month or so, as well as continuing work on the circles already present, to observe the similarities/differences between our test circle and the others.

And, since the aerial photo suggests there may be more circles farther up the hill, we will report on additional field-work at a later date.  Once the eyewitness has been located and interviews conducted with him we will also present his account of the light phenomena.

Nancy Talbott

BLT Research Team Inc.

August 12, 2006
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